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West end of hospital foundations

East end

Using one of Mike Stolk’s home-
made machines…

…to make block.

September Prayer Points
Dear Friends:

With the 2008 Fiel Conference behind us Mike 
Stolk has begun work on the hospital.  
Unfortunately he has been limited in what he can 
do as we are still awaiting renewal of our building 
permit which was submitted to the city bureaucrats 
six months ago!

While we wait, Mike has been overseeing con-
struction of the cement blocks, installing under-
ground plumbing, preparing the foundations for 
pouring the slab, building forms, and accumulating

building materials.  Mike’s impressive resourceful-
ness was displayed when he manufactured a 
motorized rock-crushing machine entirely from 
materials lying about the compound.  Our crew of 
hammer-wielding rock-breakers was taking too 
long to produce the 100 cubic yards of crushed 
rock needed for the slab!  He also got the 
compound’s water system working correctly for 
the first time since its creation, an accom-
plishment most welcome to both workers and 
inhabitants.

Mike has been a true godsend to Julie, doing all 
the accumulated house repairs neglected by me 
these past months.  Not to be outdone, wife Hilda 
has taken on domestic chores that Julie never has 
time to tackle.  They have been a great blessing 
to us, but we all want to see their powers best 
utilized in getting the hospital built.

I have begun dropping by the municipal offices to 
press for action on the paperwork we need and 
the wheels seem to be starting to move.  I have 

not felt the need 
to push before now as we still do not have the 
metal door frames and windows that must be built 
into the walls as they go up.  Those items, ordered 
last April, are being held up by dilatory agents in 
South Africa who have yet to send them on their 
way. 

Please pray that the building permit and the 
ordered items from South Africa may soon be 
in our hands so that Mike and Hilda can make 
the best use of their time here in Mozambique.  
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On the church front we have been encouraged 
in the recent months by notable growth in 
several of our ministries.  In the Sunday morning 
congregation, two new attendees have request-
ed baptism and one of our long time participants 
has applied for church membership.  The latter
is always a significant step spiritually as it 
represents a willingness to be accountable 
before the other church members in breaking 
from local culture in such important areas as 
chastity, marriage, and the practice of animism 
(calling upon dead ancestors for assistance through the services of a witch doctor), 
the latter being a ubiquitous problem here even in most Evangelical churches.  Non-
member attendees are not subject to church discipline in these matters, but similarly 

they are never allowed to lead in prayer, exhort 
the brethren, or take communion.  If our friend is 
welcomed into fellowship after meeting with the 
leaders it will bring our membership to 19 out of a 
Sunday morning attendance of around 27 adults.  
Considering that 14 of those members have been 
added in only the last four years, we are grateful 
for what appears to be genuine spiritual growth 
from the hand of the Lord, but we do long to see 
even greater numbers of conversions!         

During this same time we have enjoyed a sudden
increase in the Saturday morning Bible class.  
Historically attendance has waxed and waned, but 
it has been waxing lately such that I have 21 
regular participants (if one counts three of my own 
children), six of whom are un-churched people 
being evangelized by our members. A few 
months ago we sometimes had less than half that 
number!  

At the same time the Saturday class was leaping 
ahead, I was impressed with what was happening
in the children’s Sunday school class.  Besides 
Julie and me, only one of our members is 
married, so Sunday school has usually consisted 
of four or five children.  However, without 
launching a formal campaign, the believers have

recently begun 
spontaneously 
bringing their 
nephews and nieces and the children of 
neighbors to the church services such that our 
teachers have been busy of late with as many as 
19 children!

So we are thankful for what seems to be God’s 
grace in sending more and more people our way 

The Saturday Bible class
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in recent months and letting our church have a part in the salvation of some.  

Please thank God with us for increased participation in every facet of the 
church ministry, and pray that this interest will not prove merely transitory.  
Pray that we may be faithful in always pointing these souls to Christ and that 
we might receive from the Lord even more opportunities like these!

Until next month:
Charles and Julie Woodrow


