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Volume 9, Issue 2

From the Pastor’s Heart

Our Witness of Christ to Unbelievers

“Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.
Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt,
that you may know how you ought to answer each one.”

~Colossians 4:5-6

As God’s redeemed people, the Lord fills our lives with His holy purposes. One of His
primary purposes for us in this fallen world is to be an aroma of Christ to those who are
perishing (2 Cor. 2:14-16). In Colossians 4:5-6, the Lord gives us practical direction
through the Apostle Paul. Having mentioned the need for those in Colossae to pray for
Gospel opportunities in his ministry, Paul now turns his thoughts to Gospel opportuni-
ties for the whole body of Christ.

The Lord’s instruction to us includes the following important truths:

1) Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside! Our walk is a critical part of our
testimony of Christ to those on the outside. Those on the outside are in this world with-
out God and without hope! We are to walk in God’s wisdom “toward” them! Christ is
the wisdom of God! We are to walk in Christ’s life and His teachings toward unbelievers.
This is a life characterized and propelled by the love of Christ!

2) Redeem the time! To “redeem” here means to “buy up; figuratively, to rescue from
loss (improve opportunity).” In Col. 4:5 it means to make the most of your opportunities.
~  Think of this - the Lord has ordained your steps (Ps. 37:23); He fashions the hearts of all
men (Ps. 33:15); He has already ordained the good works that we are to walk in (Eph.
2:10)! The people we meet and come into contact with who are “outside” of Christ have
been ordained by God (Ps. 139:16). As we walk in the wisdom and love of Christ, the
0 g opens opportunities for His truth and love to be ministered to those in need. This is
not contrived or forced in our flesh! The living God opens doors for His glorious Gospel!

H 5 Lsyea\\{( to those who are “outside” of Christ with love and grace! Our witness of

Christ involves more than our walk, it also includes speaking of Christ. It involves shar-

ing about the holiness of God, human sin and guilt, God’s holy justice and grace revealed

in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ, as well as man’s responsibility to repent and
believe in Christ. Our witness in speech should be gracious! We are to let it always be

H ‘with grace, seasoned with salt.” It is never to be characterized with fleshly, prideful argu-
mentation (2 Tim. 2:24-26).

S W kbl of our main purposes is to “proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). Love someone with the love of Christ
today. Walk in the life of Christ, believing that our Lord has ordained our every step.
Lord, give us hearts filled with Your compassion that enables us to see the lost world
around us as You see it. O Lord, may we be moved deep within as You were when you
saw the multitudes and compared them to sheep without a shepherd (Matt. 9:36).

In the deep, deep love of Christ,
Pastor Chris
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Women’s Bible Study & Luncheon

Jemima Deutsch was able to
rearrange her schedule, so
mark your calendars! We get
to meet together in February
to feast on God’s Word!
Feel free to invite your
friends to fellowship with us!

Saturday, February 20
1lam

Lilly Boudreaux’s Home

1144 Gooseberry Hill
Shreveport

To help with food,

0858+ contact Charlotte Hansen:

7U\ WR ILQLVK ERWK
WKH ERRN DQG WKH

Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy
ZRUNERRN

and the delight of my heart, for [ am called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts.
Jeremiah 15:16
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Cooperating with God in HIS work

Shannon Flowers

My thoughts have wandered lately to a passage in Genesis, explaining about crea-
tion. Genesis 2:4-9, "These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were cre-
ated, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens. When no bush of the field
was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung upfor the LORD God had not
caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, and a mist was going up
from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground-then the LORD God formed the man
of the dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a
living creature. And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the
man whom he had formed. And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree
that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and
the tree of the knowledge of good and ewil."

It seems, from the beginning, that God's thoughts and plans toward us involved par-
ticipation and cooperation with Him in His work. Who knows what that creation experi-
ence was like, but I am imagining a land with potential for growth because God had
planted the seeds. IT says that God planted a garden in Eden. The scriptures mention
that there was no man to work the ground. This is such a mystery to me. Then after he
makes man, it mentions that God made the trees spring up from the ground. God plants
the seed...man works the ground that contains the seed God planted...God makes the
plants spring up that are pleasant to the sight and good for food. I can't help but think
that that is my life and your life. He could have surely just zapped a garden into being
(and maybe He did...I know I don't fully understand all that took place when God created
the world in the beginning.) but He intended for a man to work the ground WITH HIM
and from that He made the plants spring up. There are SO MANY things in me that
I just would LOVE for Him to zap into being and call it DONE. But He has planted
some seeds in me (and you) and He intends for me to work the ground...day in and day
out...sunrise and sunset...He doesn't want me to miss the seasons along the way. That
initial bud that starts to break through the dirt...An actual blossom here and
there...something "pleasant to the sight and good for food." I am really encouraged think-
ing about this. It reminds me that all of my seasons are okay...It's all a part of the garden
growing. I hope I have made sense. Sometimes things make a lot more sense in my little
brain than they do when I try to express them.

Work your ground today...You never know what you may see break through that old
dirt...something God planted a long time ago and He's been waiting for you to uncover
it!!

O Stone-Blind Eyes

Spurgeon, *RRG 1HZV IRU /RIDO 6XEMHFWYV

O stone-blind eyes, if you
could but see Jesus, how
you would be fixed on him
in one long fascinated gaze!

You see no loveliness where
there is all loveliness, and
no perfection where every
perfection dwells.

As well might men say that

there is no light from the
sun, as declare that there is
no loveliness in Jesus. As
well might they say that
there is no salt in the sea,
as that there is no sweet-
ness in Christ, for he is
altogether lovely.

All preciousnesses, at their
very highest degrees, are

found blended in his gra-
cious character.

O blind world, if you had
grace enough to see but
half the beauties of Christ,
how you would cease your
rebellion, and fall down to
worship the matchless

Prince!
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Trinity Baptist Church

3142 Bert Kouns
Shreveport, LA 71118

Phone: 318.686.2300
E-mail: TBCShreveport@gmail.com
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The One True Resting Place

Horatius Bonar, -/ RUGV WR LQQHUV Rl 6RXOV

The one true resting place where doubt and weariness, the stings of an accusing conscience, and the longings of an unsatisfied soul can
all be quieted, is Christ himself.

Not the church, but Christ.
Not doctrine, but Christ.
Not forms, but Christ.

Not ceremonies, but Christ.

Christ, Christ alone is the vexed soul's refuge, its rock to build on, its home to abide in till the great tempter be bound and every con-
flict ended in victory.

It is not opinions that man needs: it is Truth.

It is not theology: it is God.

It is not religion: it is Christ.

It is not literature and science; but the knowledge of the free love of God in the gift of His only begotten Son.

All other things are hut opiates, drugs, quackeries; this is the divine medicine; this is the sole, the speedy, the eternal cure.
The infinite tenderness of Jesus! "He will carry the lambs in his arms, holding them close to his heart." Isaiah 40:11 (nlt)

"He shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom." Isaiah 40:11 (kjv)



