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Some Differences between Religion and the Gospel By Tim Keller

RELIGION: I obey-therefore I’m accepted.

THE GOSPEL: I’m accepted in Christ - therefore I obey.

RELIGION: Motivation is based on fear and insecurity.

THE GOSPEL: Motivation is based on grateful joy. 

RELIGION: I obey God in order to get things from God.

THE GOSPEL: I obey God out of love to resemble Him.

RELIGION: When circumstances in my life go wrong, I am angry at God or my self, since I believe, like 
Job’s friends that anyone who is good deserves a comfortable life.

THE GOSPEL: When circumstances in my life go wrong, I struggle but I know all my punishment fell on 
Jesus and that while he may allow this for my training, he will exercise his Fatherly love within my trial.

RELIGION: When I am criticized I am furious or devastated because it is critical that I think of myself as 
a ‘good person’. Threats to that self-image must be destroyed at all costs.

THE GOSPEL: When I am criticized I struggle, but it is not critical for me to think of myself as a ‘good 
person.’ My identity is not built on my record or my performance but on God’s love for me in Christ. I can 
take criticism.

RELIGION: My prayer life consists largely of petition and it only heats up when I am in a time of need. 
My main purpose in prayer is control of the environment.

THE GOSPEL: My prayer life consists of generous stretches of praise and adoration. My main purpose is 
fellowship with Him.

RELIGION: My self-view swings between two poles. If and when I am living up to my standards, I feel 
confident, but then I am prone to be proud and unsympathetic to failing people. If and when I am not 
living up to standards, I feel insecure and inadequate. I’m not confident. I feel like a failure.

THE GOSPEL: My self-view is not based on a view of my self as a moral achiever. In Christ I am “�V�L�P�X�O��
�L�X�V�W�X�V���H�W���S�H�F�F�D�W�R�U”—simultaneously sinful and yet accepted in Christ. I am so bad he had to die for me and 
I am so loved he was glad to die for me. This leads me to deeper and deeper humility and confidence at the 
same time. Neither swaggering nor sniveling.

RELIGION: My identity and self-worth are based mainly on how hard I work. Or how moral I am, and so 
I must look down on those I perceive as lazy or immoral. I disdain and feel superior to ‘the other.’ 

THE GOSPEL: My identity and self-worth are centered on the one who died for His enemies, who was 
excluded from the city for me. I am saved by sheer grace. So I can’t look down on those who believe or 
practice something different from me. Only by grace I am what I am. I’ve no inner need to win arguments.
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How Astonishing It Is! Jonathan Edwards 

An excerpt from �7�K�H���:�L�V�G�R�P���2�I���*�R�G�����'�L�V�S�O�D�\�H�G���,�Q���7�K�H���:�D�\���2�I���6�D�O�Y�D�W�L�R�Q

How astonishing it is, that One who is blessed forever, and is infinitely and essentially  
happy, should endure the greatest sufferings  that ever were endured on earth! 

How astonishing it is, that One who  is the supreme Lord and judge of the world,  should be 
arraigned, and should stand at the  judgment-seat of mortal worms, and then be  condemned! 

How astonishing it is, that One who  is the living God, and the fountain of life,  should be put 
to death! 

How astonishing it is, that One who  created the world, and gives life to all his  creatures, 
should be put to death by his  own creatures! 

How astonishing it is, that One of  infinite majesty and glory, and so the  object of love, 
praises, and adorations  of angels, should be mocked and spit  upon by the vilest of men! 

How astonishing it is, that One,  infinitely good, and who is love itself,  should suffer the 
greatest cruelty. 

How astonishing it is, that One who  is infinitely beloved of the Father, should  be put to 
inexpressible anguish under his  own Father's wrath! 

How astonishing it is, that he who is  King of heaven, who has heaven for his  throne, and the 
earth for his footstool,  should be buried in the prison of the grave!  How astonishing it is! 

How wonderful this is!  And yet this is  the way that God's wisdom has fixed  upon, as the 
way of sinner's salvation! 
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I never dreamed of serving “on the field!”  Until last June, the Turkana were  not even a blip 
on my heart’s radar.  As one of the most-quoted passages of the Scriptures proclaims, though, 
“The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps” (Proverbs 16:9).  I can  
testify that God’s Word proves true, yet again (Psalm 18:30)!  Last summer, I planned to get 
away for 10 weeks and to take refuge in Him  with no distractions.  I planned to whole-
heartedly serve the Turkana and temporarily aid the missionaries who labor in their districts 
day after day, month after month, and year after year.  I planned to get a small taste of 
“missionary life.”  

To my surprise and utter delight, for CHRIST is my Delight, GOD had other plans!  He has 
prepared a place for me in KENYA!

When I recognized His pull and submitted myself to it, I started making plans to go back.  
Again, God gently reminded me that we are blessed when we do things His way.  I have had 
an amazing (not easy, mind you– it is painful to crumple my plans) and beautiful year of 
trusting and obeying and submitting myself to the will of God.  He has blessed me richly and 
taught me so much about Himself and about how He leads His people.  In hindsight, I am so 
happy that I didn’t miss out on traveling with Him.

At this moment, I am preparing to go BACK to Kenya!  I have sought the counsel of my 
pastor and elders and of other mature godly men and women.  I have recently finished the 
application  and interview process and have been accepted as a missionary for Pioneers, 
whose mission is to mobilize teams to glorify God among unreached peoples by initiating 
church-planting movements in partnership with local churches.  I will arrive in Orlando for a 
week of Pre-Field Training on February 28th.  I am humbled and happy that Trinity will 
send me with their confidence, blessing, and support.  I will return to Nairobi, Kenya with a 
two-year commitment, as quickly as the LORD leads and provides.

Michael and I started our second adoption process in January. We are filling out 
paperwork, pulling a scrapbook together, and scheduling environmental home 
studies, doctor’s appointments and a home study with our social worker. It is a 
long process but progress is being made. Once all aspects of our final application are 
completed, we could be placed with a child at any time. We would covet your 
prayers for our family during this waiting time and also for the birthparents of our 
child. We are excited to see what the Lord will do in His timing.
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A disciple of Jesus is one who is admitted by the Lord Jesus into His school—whom He 
Himself condescends personally to instruct—and who therefore learns of Him to be meek 
and lowly of heart. A disciple of Jesus is one who sits meekly at the Redeemer's feet—
receiving into his heart the gracious words which fall from His lips.

But a true and sincere disciple not only listens to his Master's instructions, but acts as He 
bids. So a disciple of Jesus is one who copies his Master's example—and is conformed to 
his Master's image. A disciple of Jesus is also characterized by the love which he bears to 
his Master. He is one who treasures up the words of Christ in his heart—ponders over His 
precious promises—and delights in His glorious Person, love, and blood. A disciple of Je-
sus is one who bears some reflection to the image of his heavenly Master. He carries it 
about with him wherever he goes, that men may take knowledge of him, that he has been 
with Jesus. The true disciple shines before men with some sparkles of the glory of the Son 
of God.

To have some of these divine features stamped upon the heart, lip, and life is to be a disci-
ple of Jesus. To be much with Jesus is to be made like unto Jesus—to sit at Jesus' feet is 
to drink in Jesus' words—to lean upon Jesus' bosom is to feel the warm heart of Jesus 
pulsating with love—and to feel this pulsation, causes the heart of the disciple to beat in 
tender and affectionate unison. To look up to Jesus, is to see a face more marred than the 
sons of men—yet a face beaming with heavenly beauty, dignity, and glory. To be a disci-
ple of Jesus, is to copy His example—to do the things pleasing in His sight—and to avoid 
the things which He abhors. To be a disciple of Jesus, is to be as meek as He was—humble 
as He was—lowly as He was—self-denying as He was—separate from the world as He 
was—living a life of communion with God, as He lived when He walked here below.

To take a worm of the earth and make him a disciple of Jesus is the greatest privilege God 
can bestow upon man! To select an obstinate, ungodly, perverse rebel, and place him in 
the school of Christ and at the feet of Jesus—is the highest favor God can bestow upon 
any child of the dust. How unsurpassingly great must be that kindness whereby the Lord 
condescends to bestow His grace on an enemy—and to soften and meeken him by His 
Spirit—and thus cause him to grow up into the image and likeness of His own dear Son. 
Compared with this high privilege, all earthly honors, titles and robes sink into utter in-
significance!
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Dear Brethren

As usual we continue to be very busy.

We would like to write more often, but the work of ministry, the additional time that "ordinary" activities take, plus our ongoing computer 
problems make this a challenge. Yet in all this, it is good that we are busy and that God is using us! [2Cor. 4:8 We are troubled on every side, 
yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;]

This update will serve both as a mid-winter and year-end update.

We continue to be the only reformed church planting work, and one of only three Protestant churches, in all of Montenegro. This is particu-
larly significant because although we had a number of missionaries come into Montenegro and go to the coast, a significant number of them 
have now left or are leaving so the overall Christian missionary presence is going down.

Student work  
We now have a brother from Serbia helping us reach out to college students. After many years we have restarted a student Bible study 
(actually held in the student dorm) and we are seeing a number of students showing up. This is exciting! Please pray that they would receive 
the Gospel and start coming to our regular worship services.

Broader ministry  
In addition to our main ministry in Niksic (seeing the church here grow), we have also been blessed to have a broader ministry throughout 
Montenegro and the former Yugoslavia.  I have visited a number of isolated believers to encourage them as well as participated in leading 
seminars at a good, evangelical seminary in Croatia.

Hospitality and hosting
We have a large number of people coming to us and spending time with us in our home; while with us, these believers (mainly) and unbeliev-
ers (sometimes) see a biblically ordered family life and church life—often, surprisingly, for the first time.
Some of the visitors we've had in various capacities include:  Adam and Dave (1 month); Nemanja (2.5 months); Sport Camp outreach in Nik-
sic (2 weeks); Dutch Christian touring group (1 week), team from World Race (several weeks), and a college team from a bible college in Hun-
gary (1 week), plus many individuals.

Christmas Outreaches  
Every year we have had extensive Christmas outreaches which have two focal points: Christmas gift package distribution (which we receive 
from Samaritan's Purse) and evangelistic Christmas worship services. This year (for the first time) we distributed packages to children at our 
facilities following a program where we clearly explained who Jesus is and what His birth was all about. After several years of handing out 
these boxes, this year, for the first time, we've seen some recipients (a couple of moms and three teen boys) at our ongoing worship ser-
vices. Please pray that those who came would continue to come and look to Christ.

Further highlights
From our own fellowship, we have had the joy of marrying two couples (Danijel and Martina; Dragan and Mikica) this past year. They are 
the spearhead of a new generation of believing Christian FAMILIES living in Montenegro.  Both couples are now expecting their first child--
the fellowship is growing! Danijel and Martina are living in Niksic, while Dragan and his wife are residing in Kotor (a 3 hour drive from Nik-
sic). 

We give thanks for the All-Montenegro Meeting in Mar. 2009.  Fortunately, the Lord continues to bless His people here with great unity de-
spite some theological differences and practices.  We thank God abundantly for this blessing.

Several new people have shown increasing interest, particularly Makica (a middle-aged lady), and Vladan (a young man in his early 20s), and 
are coming to our services.  Also, Danka (young woman) has been coming regularly (and joyfully) after an absence of several years.

Niksic News   Pastor Stan Surbatovich
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Prayer requests:

�’����We would like to express our gratefulness for our faithful supporting churches and indi-
viduals in this time of economic crises.  This is an exciting time to be in Montenegro, seeing 
the first generation of the Lord’s church begin the raising up of the second!  Thank you all for 
the privilege of being here!

�’����The desire to have more individuals join us in financial giving so that some of the impacts 
of the economic crisis can be smoothed out. If you are interested, please contact us directly 
and we will give you more information.

�’����Continuing desire for helpers in Niksic--the laborers are few  and the opportunities are 
great. Again, please contact us directly if you would like more information about coming 
over to help.

�’����Continuing desire for our own building

�’����For wisdom in dealing with Nebojsa, a currently backslidden young man, and his need for 
restoration and/or discipline.

�’����Please pray for the upcoming wedding for Buba Simunovic—she and her family were 
amongst the first believers here in Niksic.  Unfortunately, due to extended, unbelieving fam-
ily members, Buba and her husband-to-be are currently opting to have a non-church wed-
ding.

�’����Anna Marie, our eldest, graduated from university this past May and was blessed to find 
work (and a place to live) in NYC, her dream location.  Please pray that she would truly grow 
in Christ and find a good church close to her home.

�’����Please pray for Christian's (our oldest son) future--that he choose the right college program 
with a good church nearby and that he grow in Christ.

�’����Please pray for employment for men in the fellowship.  The economic crisis is felt here as 
well.

�’����We are considering a 3 month furlough at the end of this coming year—it will be three 
years since we were last in the States.  Please pray that we would find the right balance of 
refreshment, stateside business, and fellowship.

�’�� ��Please pray for the expectant 
mothers, Martina and Mikica.

�’�� ��All the usual things that all 
churches and missionaries need 
(grace, wisdom, persistence, grace, 
patience, humility, visitors, family 
life, grace!)

Yours in Christ,

Stan, family, 
and the believers in Niksic
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Were I to Define a Christian   John Newton

"We love him because he first loved us." -1 John 4:19

There is no light in the planet but that which proceeds from the sun; 
and there is no true love to Jesus in the heart but that which comes 
from the Lord Jesus himself.

From this overflowing fountain of the infinite love of God, all our 
love to God must spring. This must ever be a great and certain truth, 
that we love him for no other reason than because he first loved us. 
Our love to him is "the fair offspring" of his love to us.

Cold admiration, when studying the works of God, anyone may have.
But the warmth of love can only be kindled in the heart by God's 
Spirit.

How great the wonder that such as we should ever have been 
brought to love Jesus at all! How marvelous that when we had re-
belled against him, he should, by a display of such amazing love, seek 
to draw us back. No! never should we have had a grain of love to-
wards God unless it had been sown in us by the sweet seed of his love 
to us.

Our love, then, has for its parent the love of God shed abroad in the 
heart: but after it is thus divinely born, it must "be divinely nour-
ished". 

Love is an exotic-- it is not a plant which will flourish naturally in 
human soil, it must be watered from above. Love to Jesus is a flower 
of a delicate nature, and if it received no nourishment but that which 
could be drawn from the rock of our hearts it would soon wither.

As love comes from heaven, so it must feed on heavenly bread. It 
cannot exist in the wilderness unless it be fed by manna from on 
high.

Love must feed on love. The very soul and life of our love to God is 
his love to us. 

"I love you, Lord, but with no love of mine, For I have none to give;
I love you, Lord; but all the love is yours, For by your love I live.
I am as nothing, and rejoice to be Emptied, and lost, and swallowed 
up in you."

If Christ has our love… 

If Christ has our love he has our all; and Christ never has what he 
deserves from us, until he has our love. True love withholds nothing 
from Christ, when it is sincerely set upon him. If we actually love 
him, he will have our time, and he will have our service. He will have 
the use of all our resources, and gifts, and graces. Indeed, then he 
shall have our possessions, and our very lives, whenever he calls for 
them.

In the same way, when God loves any of us, he will withhold nothing 
from us that is truly good for us. He does not hold back his own only 
begotten Son, Rom.8:32. When Christ loves us, he gives us every-
thing we need-- his merits to justify us, his Spirit to sanctify us, his 
grace to adorn us and his glory to crown us. Therefore, when any of 
us love Christ sincerely, we lay everything down at his feet, and give 
up all to be at his command and service. "...they did not love their 
lives so much as to shrink from death." Rev. 12:11. 

Were I to define a Christian, or rather to describe him at large, I know of no text I would choose, sooner than Galatians 5:17, "The sinful na-
ture desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other—so that 
you do not do what you want." 

A Christian has noble aims—which distinguish him from the bulk of mankind. His leading principles, motives, and desires—are all supernatu-
ral and divine. Could he do as he desires—there is not a angel before the Eternal Throne, that would excel him in holiness, love, and obedi-
ence! He would tread in the very footsteps of his Savior, fill up every moment of time in His service, and employ every breath in His praise!

This he would do—but, alas! he cannot! Against these spiritual desires, there is a contrary desire and working of a corrupt nature, which 
meets him at every turn! He has a beautiful copy set before him in the Scriptures—he is enamored with it, and though he does not expect to 
equal it, he writes carefully after it, and longs to attain to the nearest possible imitation. But indwelling sin and Satan continually jog his 
hand, and spoil his strokes! 

Therefore, the most spiritual and gracious people confess themselves as vile and worthless! One eminent branch of our holiness, is a sense of 
shame and humiliation for those evils which are only known to ourselves, and to Him who searches our hearts!

In proportion as the Lord enables you to live more simply upon the blood, righteousness, and grace of the Mediator—you will possess a more 
stable peace. The nearer you are brought to Him—the more lively sense you will have of your vileness and worthlessness; and your continual 
need of Him. Thereby your admiration of His power, love, and compassion, will increase from year to year. 

Because He First Loved Us  C. H. Spurgeon
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Heavenly Father, it’s in the name of Jesus I pray
He is the way- for His sake, please receive what I say
First things first, blessed be Your holy name
There’s none like You, You stand alone and you reign
Lord, You know my frame, You remember that I’m dust
Jesus, who overcame- it’s in Him I put my trust
No confidence in the flesh, it’s obvious I’m a mess
No doubt, much more a mess than what I can see manifest
I confess that I daily fall short of Your glory
I’ve failed so many times- my sin’s always before me
I take time to ponder the opportunities I’ve squandered
And how I’m prone to wander from here to yonder
My foolish, restless heart clings to dear idols
Which could never satisfy me- they’re mere trifles
Like David said, You hem me in behind and before
You convict me of the sin that I’ve been trying to ignore

Lord, you see my immaturity, You see my insecurity
You see all my impurity- how long will You endure with me?
My heart’s laid before You- stark naked, undressed
I pray that You would become greater and that I’d become less
Yes, when I see Jesus and His inherent loveliness
I’m reminded of my own comparative nothingness
And actually, I’m as primitive as can be
Compared to His magnificent, infinite majesty
You’ve shown me the glory of Christ, He’s so holy
My only hope is that You look upon the lowly
So I humble myself as I appear at Your throne
Not based on my righteousness, but Christ’s merits alone
I’m crying out for mercy as I magnify Your name
You amplified the pain of the Lamb of God who was slain
So truly, I only have one request that’ll suit me
Please open up my eyes to better behold His beauty

Throne of Grace   Shai Linne

3142 Bert Kouns
Shreveport, LA  71118
Phone:  318.686.2300
E-mail:  TBCShreveport@gmail.com

Proclaiming the Sovereign Grace of God 
through Faith in Jesus Christ Alone.
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