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The Trumpet

Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my holy mountain! ~Joel 2:1

FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART

:DWFK 2YHU <RXU +HDUW

Proverbs 4:23
3:DWFK RYHU \RXU KHDUW ZLWK DOO GLOLJHQFH IRU IUR

Our hearts are in great need to be guarded and nurtured in the Lord. This Scripture re-
veals the Lord’s holy will for us in relationship to our hearts. Our hearts are to be watched
over! The Bible says in Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desper-
ately wicked; who can know it.” We need nothing less than the Lord and His wisdom in
cultivating our hearts toward love to God.

The Lord, in His sovereign grace, has given His people new hearts in Christ through the
power of the Holy Spirit (Ezekiel 36:25-26). Our new hearts must be protected!

3:DWFK RYHU \RXU KHDUW —ZThtidea B @ @uadd your héa dbbive all
else. This is very important! In the context of Proverbs, watching over your heart would
involve guarding your heart in God’s wisdom. A heart that is not well kept will be out of
joint with disorder, restlessness, and the weeds of the flesh gaining the upper hand.
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will honor the Lord (Prov. 4:24-27).
Keep your heart full of Christ (Col. 3:16; Rom. 13:14; Gal. 2:20).

Keep your heart peaceful and quiet in prayer (Phil. 4:6-7).
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~Pilgrim’s Progress

Keeping your heart will promote your joy and pleasure in Christ.

The beauty of the Lord will be upon those who keep their hearts full of Christ!

In Jesus’ unfailing love,

Pastor Chris
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SHARE YOUR FAITH WITHOUT FEAR

Do you want to share Jesus without fear? Perhaps the
thought of sharing your faith in Jesus Christ causes
feelings of fear and guilt in your heart. We need to look
no further than the first book of the New Testament to
see that we are commanded to share God's good news
with others. Matthew 28:19-20 says, "Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to
the very end of the age." However, God did not intend
for this command to give you feelings of inadequacy.
Instead, this command illustrates God's desire to in-
clude us in His wonderful plan to redeem mankind.

Would you like to know the secret to fearlessly sharing
your faith in Jesus Christ? Sadly, there is no special
trick, but it is comforting to know that God hears your
prayers, and He is faithful to grant you anything ac-
cording to His will. Since God desires to see everyone
come to the knowledge of the truth (2 Peter 3:9), you
can confidently ask Him to provide opportunities to
share your faith. Praying for God to guide your Chris-
tian witnessing encounters allows you to rely on His
supernatural power rather than your own ability. He
will remove your fear of witnessing.

If you want to share Jesus without fear, how do you get
started? Starting a discussion about spirituality is often
the biggest barrier to sharing your faith in Jesus Christ.
Do you wonder how to approach the subject in the
midst of everyday conversation? You can make this a
much easier task by using the simple technique of ask-
ing your friend questions about his beliefs. This tech-
nique usually has two benefits. First, your friend may
be more obliged to listen to your beliefs once you have
listened to his. Second, and more important, this tech-
nique allows you to know what is going on in your
friend's life so that you can better minister to him.

Here are a few questions that can move the conversa-
tion from a secular topic to a spiritual topic. The ques-
tions act as a funnel to introduce the Gospel.

Do you have any kind of spiritual beliefs?
To you, who is Jesus?

Do you think there is a heaven or a hell?
If you died tonight, where would you go?

By the way, if what you were believing is not true,
would you want to know?

These five questions, asked in the order listed above,
can move a conversation from the secular to the spir-
itual. And if your friend answers "yes" to the final ques-
tion, you will have the privilege of sharing your faith
with your friend.

You can share Jesus without fear! Rather than recite an
elaborate presentation, simply open your Bible and let
God's Word speak for itself. For this to work, you will
need a Bible (preferably a small one because small
Bibles tend to be less intimidating to non-christians),
and a few salvation passages to share. Some passages
that serve this purpose are listed below:

"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God" (Romans 3:23).

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6:23).

"In reply Jesus declared, 'T tell you the truth, no one
can see the kingdom of God unless he is born
again" (John 3:3).

"Jesus answered, 'T am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through
me" (John 14:6).

"That if you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,'
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that
you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth
that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says,
'Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to

shame™ (Romans 10:9).

"And he died for all, that those who live should no
longer live for themselves but for him who died for
them and was raised again" (2 Corinthians 5:15).

"Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and
eat with him, and he with me" (Revelation 3:20).

Invite your friend to read a verse aloud and then have
him explain the verse to you. Take him through all the
verses listed above. If your friend interprets a passage
incorrectly, don't argue or offer your interpretation, but
politely ask him to read it again, and then explain it a
second time. Misinterpretation should not be much of
a problem if you use the Bible verses listed above.

Even if your friend mentions that he doesn't believe in
or agree with the Bible, it is best not to argue. You can
state that you simply want him to understand what the
Bible says about eternity. Isn't it wonderful to know
that it's not our responsibility to convict? Conviction is
God's job. All we can do is share. Once we have shared,
we have done God's will. Witnessing for Christ is a no-
lose activity.

Ideas and concepts taken from William Fay's book, 6 KDUH -HV XV

1L W KR X Wpublighed by Broadman & Holman Publishers,
Nashville, TN.
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NOME IS GOING TO KENYA!
God did it!!! i Kool Aid

Naomi Beth Reeves is leaving for KENYA

Triple Antibiotic Ointment
on July 12th to do whatever God wants her

to do! He ALWAYS does that! When HE i Duct tape
has a plan... a work... HE sees it accom-
plished. It will be fun to see what He’s got i LED head-lamp

lanned for these next two years!
P v i  Small digital recorder

As Naomi packs to leave, there are practi- (for language learning)
cal things that she will not have easy ac- ) . . . .
cess to in Africa. Mail in Kenya is unrelia- i Bible Study ideas for high school girls

ble and Naomi needs to bring lots of sup-

i CamelBak
plies with her. Maybe God will use you as
a tool to supply some of these things for i  Suitcase
her before she leaves: (something Naomi can handle and
maneuver through customs)
i  Chapstick with SPF
(pssst... Burt’s Bees is a treat!) i  Giant zipper bags

(for packing clothes/bedding/etc)

i  Neutrogena Sunblock . . . .
Thank you for helping your sister in this

i  Insect Repellent with DEET practical way! We will have a box at
church and at Jill’s Gymnastics on Sun-

i Theraflu day, July 4th and again at church on Sun-
day, July 11th. Pl bri it

i Advil Cold and Sinus oIy ease bring your riems

then, or call Naomi (318.458.7889) or
Tina Moser (318.688.4589) to plan a drop
-off.

i  Baby wipes

i  Sanitizer
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Oh, my precious Savior! You are all I need

for time and for eternity. You are... 7KH EORRG RI -HVXV FOHDQVHVYJoW1HURP DOO RXL

my rest in weariness,
my ease in pain,

my strength in weakness. Christ's blood is a CLEANSING blood.

Is anything too hard for the Lord?

Is anything too small for the Lord? : s s _ . . .
Is anything too great or heavy for the Lord? As the merit of Christ's blood pacifies God—so the virtue of it puri

No! fies us. Christ's blood is heaven's bath. It is a laver to wash in. It
washes a crimson sinner—milk-white!

My beloved and my adorable Lord, I fall into
Your arms for support, guidance, and bless-

1ng. The Word of God is a looking-glass to show us our spots—and the
Indeed, T am unworthy of the least of Your blood of Christ is a fountain to wash them away! "On that day a
mercies, and I feel it. But Your mercies are fountain will be opened—to cleanse them from all their sins and
free! Oh, the wonders of Your love, that can . N .

bear with such weakness and wanderings as defilement!" Zechariah 13:1

mine! I worship and adore You, and would

joyfully sink into Love's unfathomable . . cpee s . .
Jab};fsus,}\,/vhere i il gkt awe sl But this blood will not wash—if it is mingled with anything. If we

. . . mingle our good works with Christ's blood—it will not wash. Let
Oh! my precious Savior, how blessed is Your

presence amidst the storms of this weary Christ's blood be pure and unmixed—and there is no spot which it
land! How does all that is of earth recede cannot wash away! It purged out Noah's drunkenness—and Lot's
before the overshadowings of Your pres- . '

ence! Precious Lord, draw me more and incest!

more into Your secret chamber, where
worldling never came, where the flesh was
never fed. ~Ruth Bryan
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